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On Behalf of Baystate Children’s Hospital in Springfield, MA, we are asking for this committee 
to pass legislation to provide insurance coverage for the cost of a rental hospital-grade breast 
pump for mothers who have babies in a special care nursery. 


There is irrefutable evidence of the benefits of mother’s own milk (MOM) on human babies, 
especially for those born sick or premature; it reduces the incidence of infection, lung disease, 
eye disease and brain damage. Unfortunately, these sick newborns that need specialized care are 
separated from their mothers thus disrupting the normal process of initiating lactation and 
building an adequate milk supply. When MOM is unavailable, alternative and more costly 
feeding substitutes are often required, none of which provide the infant-specific tailored 
nutrients, quality and safety of MOM. Additionally, racial and ethnic disparities exist in 
provision of MOM with poorer rates in women of color. 


Helping a mother initiate and maintain an adequate milk supply until the baby is capable of 
breastfeeding is challenging and requires a multitude of supports. The hospital-grade breast 
pump, as defined in the bill, has proven to be far superior to other individual breast pumps 
currently being provided through the Affordable Care Act. Some private insurance companies 
will cover the cost of renting the hospital-grade pump because they understand that it is more 
effective, however mothers with state insurances are not provided the same benefit adding to the 
racial disparity gap. 


At Baystate, we found that provision of MOM was negatively impacted by not only race and 
ethnicity, but also socioeconomic status. The pump is very expensive to purchase or rent making 
it impossible for most mothers eligible for state insurance to access this resource. To tackle this, 
we used grant funds donated by a family to support a temporary hospital-grade pump rental 
program for low-income mothers whose baby required special care nursery admission. With the 
initiation of this program, there have been steady improvements in our rates of breastfeeding and 
provision of MOM, especially in our Black and Latinx families. Between July 2020 and June 
2021, 49 out of 62 mothers who received a granted funded hospital-grade pump had babies that 
went home on exclusive breastmilk, 9 gave both breastmilk and formula; a total of 89% of these 
infants received MOM. This grant proved that breastfeeding outcomes for neonates improved 
while also decreasing the need for costly donor breastmilk. This is a huge success attributed to 
pump access and equity, and this success can and should be duplicated statewide by mandating 
insurance coverage of hospital-grade breast pumps for all mothers of premature or sick infants 
that require specialized care. 


The many babies, families and newborn medicine staff of western Massachusetts thank you for 
your consideration of Bill H1215: An Act Relative to Hospital Grade Breast Pumps and urges for 
your support to help meet the critical needs of our most vulnerable population. This statement 
was prepared by the aforementioned designees and attached are signatures from Baystate 
Medical Center staff in strong support of this bill. 
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